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bT CWY D8P OVPT RFRT Db HSWEH hSPa-
JE® RFRT 1907 (SIBYIRT . CWYR 0010BJ RFRT.
ShOR JOZG6ERd DS JOULAPLRIT DI JOSGIRIT DJ
00y JhWOY. CWY LHWOF QLSR WP JSOhARDI. CWY
DI AGAS DONIIRY O0NPT ALSR U@ SOhARI FR Do
Dh#T. ADZ DONIIRY (CI FRAVI F4 BO. OISPRV-
IF &L EGhOKARDL hFRO TIW JSOhARII O-ISLRV -
AF OhUIE SGACT. UDZ ORY DNFIRY DS SVi N
G1. &AL DRSR DS SGA® DRSD, D4Z 0CI (PK4I (-
GOPT OJSPRVIDF TGRI YWRB OrLxd F4T.

RET DYZA4AT FRT O-ISPRVIRIE N OVHD
FRT. RhZ AA GSIBL FRT 1889. 065G FR A (°K4]
0GELY SPO¥4 Ghh RA ALhARDY OtT R4 CUBT DBP
SWJ JOSGIRI DS LPI. LPZ RLT 6AG 0RFOD BO
JhiBdd C°ZP4T. NAZ UPT GABT OtT RPT ALAWAOS
IWWOY URWOE FRT. SO6G4T JLhAXY CT4 $5& OLG-
GRA (°ZA4dT Rk ARGAE JLhAY OMRIT OB OiT.
0t Al D¥ DIVRFT DI DhRYOST DI VY4 SGI
LhLAS Nd. D4Z L DhAST DS Nd SIRLAES DS Dip—
¢T ILhARY .

Ad APRE dO2G6dd 0¥T I+B IEGAFP4 Rp-
T, VAGZ TO®04 VKL OVV OihFT ©AG OiT.
IOLhAY EGRPIT VAGT. NIZ VAG OOVIT TAALD
EZL FRT, ChhBPZ 9ld DRS®, Ad AGL JVTL, Oh-
APVSZ (°LAT. D4Z ShARDZ, OISPRVIRET N GI
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S€ZHA4L OhiT DB RAIT dLhAXY DEY SPRSFRET,
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O AY LOULALVE OFPARY DoSD, BThl DOAG JVTL.
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AOLhARYZ OhhxLA SPKS. D4Z 0iGOLP EGO4T DS
EGRTOAVAT . BOZ EGIVI F4 Nd hAAI DONGIRFT
EGZ4dT JOLhARY INVH4,

U@ TGGJA Nd OrPKL 61 OO ©5 00YIIT 0i
L9AT 6t BO DAF JhARIT ©5, DRSDZ, ¥xlf LGh
JVTL, 600 OPK® OLihFT, DCWY CQE¥F F4T DI xIh
OEYP DIx® AULAA F4T SO F4T AL dLAA FRY DI
OSPRF dOYARAT DI JOLRLERIT, 06°S0Z Nd RVE
ot., LWS ASWUAxd 9BPT DI AD 984 LFb OLRP Nl
GA. D4Z AEZIXY UHGP 069SA DS CLOR N1 JPKS
92P4dT. VAGZ LGh OY3Id WS dSWARd SNALT Ad
OCLP+NNT DI DRAST SGGYT EGYP RIW SGO EJ.

DS OGLd JLAA T AfB RA OSPIFT JOIH-
D4 JOLRLARL N, D4Z Nd L GSPRF JOLAGSIT
FV?P QPRJVV/RVIT SOY4T 0ZA U TS. OxYZ DISD
0N Nd ORY N GA AY. Nd 38R OVAG DB NAd Gd.
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SPKS RZ3. DhAP SGD RT 8xY RPD JEGGRT DI
SPKS JEGhAR4. DOCe7 P00 PT TSR BhSPIAIY L7
T 33PN 0yCL oy TABL. UOGLhAYZ SPKS S9-
VAT DhyVA4 LToM of A¥D0d DEAS I& hSONT, Do
OS6004T Ivavay 406 A& SPKS ORWVZ D& L 5SZ-
WIT D& dSR2Z SV A2 A® 908T SPKS. NIZ SRAT
Shy, 637 CPLOOIVWNAT JSRI SSR°T, CNGVAT dJLY-
WiT, DS Y6 TGy P0SRO (*AXSIT DL PE OPFLST.
MZ DB OPWNT D& SVET OSPNOZ DhAST Hh Id
DRAP,

REZ KSS GSIBL F4T. T2z hSURE NI S
W95 FRY pgr p GAPT dPRIT. D4Z OY GLPA FRY
W7 EGEaver Eh EGW TAAL.
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THE KILLER

Before they made the Cherokee Nation a
part of the state of Oklahoma, back in 1907, the
Cherokees ran everything themselves, They had
their own courts, their own school system, and
their own legislature. The Cherokee legislature
did everything in two languages, Cherokee and
English; and there used to be interpreters to
translate everything from one language to the
other, These interpreters were much respected
by the people, because they could talk well in both
languages and because what they said was true.
One of these interpreters was a man called Ned
Christy, He was a good and honest man; but he

got into a lot of trouble because he never walked
away from a fair fight,

My mother told me about him. She was Ned's
own sister. My mother was ten years old in 1889.
That was when Ned got into trouble, He met a
U. S. Marshal at that little branch that runs be-
tween the college and Tahlequah, There wasn't
any bridge then, just a plank for people to go a-
cross on. Ned was going into Tahlequah, where
he lived when the legislature was in session, He
met the marshal coming out of town, He told my
mother that the marshal came down to the branch,
where Ned was getting a drink, and cussed at him
and then drew and fired at him. He dida't hit him

though; and so Ned fired back and killed that
marshal,

Ned figured the laws at Fort Smith would
come after him, so he went back in the hills near
his father's place over near Bidding Springs. The

4
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aws came after him all right; Ned had to stay on
:he scout all the rest of his life, They arrested
another man, Ned Gritts, and tried him for the
killing; but they let him go, because Ned Christy
told everybody that he had shot that law in self de-
fense,

_ About that time Ned's aunt, Nanny Dick, testi-
fied in a whiskey trial against a man named Booger
‘Sanders. Booger went over and shot Nanny Dick,
although she was carrying a baby at the time. She
died of the wound about a year later. Ned told my
mother that some day they would get even, A

little while after that there was a big dance at a
house near Bidding Springs. Booger Sanders went
over there and shot the place up and ran everybody
off. Everybody except Ned. Ned went in there

with Booger and they went for their guns; and Booger
Sanders was killed.

A while after that the laws came up on Ned's
house and they had a gun fight, They shot Ned
through the head and he wounded one of them, Then
the laws set his house afire; but the neighbors
carried him out and took care of him, The people
around there liked Ned and always tried to tell him
when the laws came around.

Then one time Ned was camped near a big
pigeon roost near Vian where people used to go to
shoot pigeons. A man named Wilson Plone was
camped near there too, He was part Cherokee and
part Mexican and was a gun fighter who had heard
all about Ned and wanted to shoot it out with him,
When he heard Ned was down there, he got his
Winchester and said he was going out to kill Ned
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Christy but Columbus Crittenden heard him and
went over to Ned's camp and told him about it.
So when Plone rode up with his winchester Ned
levelled down and shot him out of the saddle with
his pistol.

There was another gun fighter in Fort Smith
that wanted to shoot it out with Ned, but Ned kept
away from him until they happened to meet on the
road one day. That man asked Ned if he was Ned
Christy. Ned said, '"Yes, I'm Ned Christy',
Then the man cussed at Ned and went for his gun,
They were both on horseback and shooting wild,
but finally Ned broke that outlaw's shooting arm
and made him turn and run. Ned kept right on sh-
ooting though, and killed him before he got away,

After Ned had been scouting for two or three
years, a big bunch of laws and soldiers came out

from Fort Smith and got up around his house in
the night, They had a cannon that would shoot
right through that log house. The fighting started
at daybreak and didn't end til the next morning.
The laws went up to the house, pushing a wagon
full of rails in front of them, and threw some dyna-
mite inside and set the house afire, There wasn't
any wind, and the smoke drifted down along the gr-
ound around the house, Ned was out of ammunition,
so he ran out through the smoke, trying to get away.
There was a little old law hiding behind a tree out
there. He let Ned run right by him and then shot
him in the back of the head.

My mother was only thirteen then, She said
that Ned was a good man and never went looking
for a fight, But he had killed four men who were
fixing to kill him; so they kept after him until they

got him.
6
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INDIAN NAMES AND WHITEMAN NUMBERS

In the old days the Cherokees all used to
have just one name; but back when everybody had
to get enrolled, they had to give two names before
they were given a roll number, That was so there
would be no confusion about people with the same
name, Well, when people went down to enroll
they would pick out just anything for a second
name, because they thought it was all just some
sort of whiteman's joke anyway. I guess that's how
the Drywaters and Rattlinggourds and Roast-
ingears and Nakedheads and Dreadfulwaters all
got their names,

One time there was a whiteman that came
and hired a crew from around here to work on a

government project, We all went down to work
the first morning and that whiteman had a list of
roll numbers. He said he was going to read off
the roll numbers and we were all supposed to give
him our names, so he could write them down in
his book. Well, he read out the first number and
Crabgrass Gritts gave him his name. Then he
read the second number, and Chickadee Augerhole
gave his name, Then he read the third number
and Groundhog Rooster told him his name, That
was when that whiteman quit writing and said,
"Now come on, you fellows, this is a serious
business, I've got to have your real names to put
down here; and I don't want you fooling around
and stringing me along like that,"

Well, after a long time we got him quietened
down so he believed that all those names were
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real names, sure enouzh., So then he called out
the fourth roll number, and I dont remember
now if it was Hawkshooter Pigeon or Birdtail
Nofire that answered., Come to think of it, it
might have been that old man Peacheater
Peacheater,
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DhRAY hFRO. OYZ SPYY DhaS®d (PA04 JOIE TIA.
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05 9SSTHRE ShSSI4 HLI ShMC 0OSHA CFLPBT VI
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Sl TENY F4T OSTCRYZ 00SGFRAT S32GZ Shav?
DS SZY4T. DI hSL SOKWP DO SNAD 0¥ TGGJI.
[YZ 005SA DBLIGRY DBLIGRE ALSLAF HLI EGS-
Ol. DS OY APNA OY TGGJI DhAIDFT DOSFIE
DS DBLIGRE EGSOL.

CPRTZBEZ $13 ILSLIF Plk COLTH OYT
F4T. PLkZ hE EGSOL 0OLIiWA SLAT 0Y4 TGGJI.
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| D b (POC°SN OCPXIZBE HLAT DS @QNE P66 -
SA SA RRSEZ4. DI DhSWGT AD Qh#H4T, HhSBZY

00y COPOOA QULISRT., ONEZ WPAN AD 984 SVE TRh-
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. HSSCFAXIT ASCNAd KhoSAIT BO,

TOPNCZ AD 98¥4 DB OxY VhSbZ¥%, DB DVPOO
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DI (PSWWOA .,

0LZ SPVY DhSVLT TONO4 BO INVLT. Dh-
AGAXF 001 hED® LOQLAVLT TDOTRT.
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THE ORIGIN OF MEDICINE

A long time ago, before the whiteman car
and when the people were all full Cherokees, !
had power, because they weren't all mixed wit
whites like they are now, One time there was
lot of sickness around and a lot of the peopl
dying. They didn't know what to do, But the)
looked around and they could see beautiful mou

tains everywhere and beautiful birds flying; at

, the water there were beautiful {ish that wer
sood to eat, but 1f you took them out of the watel
they would die, The people thought there must
be something wrong, because they were dying

nd yvet there were good things everywhere,

After a while the people decided that ther
a2d to be someone who made all this, and the
',‘,u'.__j:';t that f}“u'}' should send someone to look 107

and find out what to do about the sickness
that was }\IHA_' everyone, So th(.'\. ple'(, out
ven wise men who had everyone's respect,
,

honest men who wouldn't lie to them, Thosen

off to the east, not knowing exactly wher

were going, but looking for the One who

de evervthing, to find out what to do about

After a while they went over a little gap

n the mountains and came to a beautiful valley i
o At}] !Z.Q)'klf;t;iiT)S (111 ctI'OLlf\.d. T}‘“»}' went do“-:~. {0

center of that valley and spread out a deer
ide they had that was all fixed with designs thal
told the story of the people, Then they took out
, pipe and smoked, and they all blew smoke on

the deer hide about four times,

a8
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Then pretty soon they heard the thunder
rolling through the mountains all around them,
It went around like that about four times., They

. could see the lightning flash as the thunder went
- around them,

Then there was a roaring up in the mountains
that sounded like lions., Then the lions went all
around them through the mountains about four
times, They could hear the lions' feet pounding
in the mountains as they went around,

Then there was another roaring in the moun-
tains and they heard a voice say, '"Who are you
looking for?'., And the wisemen said they were
looking for the One that made everything, The
voice spoke again and said, '"Why are you looking
for him?'', They said, '"There is a lot of sick-

ness, and the people are dying, We want to know
what to do for the people."

Then the voice spoke again and said, "I am
the One you are looking for. I created everything,
And the medicine for the sickness is everywhere
you look, all around you. There is medicine in
the bark of the trees, and in the weeds that have
leaves and roots, and in the berries,"

Then the seven wisemen went back to the
people, They could see medicine everywhere
they looked, all along the way.
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dh300L AT 1hA4A
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RELOCATION

One time I went up there to Chicago wher
my brother lives, Rabbit is his name, H
right there when I got off the bus, We wer
little hungry so we stopped to eat on the wa)
across town, This restaurant we stopped at wa
all glass on the outside, like one big window,
You could see all the people eating inside,
weren't sitting down either; they were all stanc
ing up at a counter that wound all around throug
the place. They were standing along both siges
of this counter, but they didn't seem to be talk-
ing to each other or looking at each other,
was like they were all looking at the wall,

My brother and I decided to eat at a plac
(‘(1110'(3 ‘v'-'(:H:."H Bar Oover near where he lives al
Fullerton and Green, There were a lot of peot
in that place and they were all very friendly.
They all seemed to know my brother too, bul

.
"~ -

ey called him 'Indian Joe'. I hadn't ever hea

*A
F
'—‘
p——
+
c*

Rabbit told me he didn't have any place %

3 , He | : hev'd

| could stay. 1€ nad an apartment, but they'd
had a fire there a tew days before, We went 0ve
to look at 1it, and I guess he hadn't been there !

fawr Aava hecranae tha T, Iy,
a 1eWw days DO AllSt there was a l('tt('r LTYOIn NS

ma on the stairs right where you come 1in, Ther

was black soot on the stairs all the way up to 4
fourth floor, where his apartment was; and ther:

were some Puerto Rican guys up there cleaning
the place up, They had the radio turned on rea
loud playing some kind of Puerto Rican music,
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The whole place smelled like charcoal and burnt
furniture,

We went back to that place where they all
called Rabbit 'Indian Joe' and I told him about
the news from home, Then he told me all about
the city and about Chicago Rawhide, where he
works, Finally I said I didn't think I was ready
to settle down there just yet., We went on back
to the bus station and waited around for the bus
back to Oklahoma, There were a couple of
Indian guys there, and they were telling this
story, They said the government wanted to put
a man on the moon and it could be done all right,
but nobody knew how to get the guy home again
after he landed on the moon. These guys said
all the government had to do was put an Indian
in that rocket ship and tell him he was being
relocated and then, after he got to the moon,
that Indian would find his own way home again
and the government wouldn't have to figure that

part out at all,

Rabbit and I sure liked that story. I wonder
what ever happened to those two Indian guys,
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Yh¥#4 1T .
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THE WISEMEN

It is told that, in the early days of the Old
Nation, seven wise and holy men went together
to a certain valley in the mountains to seek know-
- ledge of the future., Of all the seven clans of the
nation these seven men were the most truthful,
: most selfless, and most heedful of the needs and
well-being of all the tribe. They carried the
medicine deerskin and medicine tobacco, and
did all the holy things along the way., And when
they came to this certain valley, they spread out
the deerskin in the center and prayed, saying
they came with humility, to seek truth and share
it with the people. Then they blew smoke over
the deerskin, each in turn, and they watched the
smoke trails for a sign from God. And when
this was finished, they went and prophecied to
the people the marvels that had been seen; and
one was that men would someday fly in the air;
and another was that the tracks of the Cherokee
would someday lead west to the valley of the
Mississippi, never to return; and another was
that there would be schools to teach knowledge
to all the people. But a fourth prophecy said
that in aftertimes young people would return
from the schools, and point rudely to the old
men of the tribe, and say they were of no account
because they knew nothing.

The people considered this a long time, and
wondered what great wisdom might be taught in
these schools that the children should point to the
old people and talk in this way.
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THE PRETTY COLORED SNAKE

A long time ago there was a famous hunter who
used to go all around hunting and always brought
something good to eat when he came home, One
day he was going home with some birds that he had
shot, and he saw a little snake by the side of the
trail, It was a beautifully colored snake with all
pretty colors all over it, and it looked friendly too.
The hunter stopped and watched it for a while, He
thought it might be hungry, so he threw it one of
his birds before he went on home,

A few weeks later he was coming by the same
place with some rabbits he had shot, and saw the
snake again, It was still very beautiful and seem-
ed friendly, but it had grown quite a bit, He
threw it a rabbit and said '"hello'" as he went on

home.

Some time after that, the hunter saw the
snake again, It had grown very big, but it was
still friendly and seemed to be hungry. The
hunter was taking some turkeys home with him,
so he stopped and gave the snake a turkey gobbler.

Then one time the hunter was going home that
way with two buck deer on his back, By this time
that pretty colored snake was very big and looked
so hungry that the hunter felt sorry for him and
gave him a whole buck to eat., When he got home he
heard that the people were going to have a stomp-
dance. All the Nighthawks came, and that night
they were going around the fire, dancing and sing-
ing the old songs, when the snake came and started
going around too, outside of where the people were€
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‘i.ancing. That snake was so big and long that he
tretched all around the people and the people
rere penned up, The snake was covered all over

-71th all pretty colors and he seemed friendly; but

.1e looked hungry too, and the people began to be
wfraid, They told some boys to get their bows

.+nd arrows and shoot the snake, Then the boys

3ot their bows, They all shot together and they

it the snake all right, That snake was hurt, He

_thrashed his tail all around and killed a lot of the

: people,

They say that snake was just like the whitemen,

89-101 0—89—pt. 2——17
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THE PARABLE OF THE TURTLE RIDERS

One time there were four boys who were out
in the woods playing, All of a sudden they saw an
enormous turtle go by. The boys thought it would
be fun to get on that turtle and go for a ride, so

they all jumped on and went riding off to the west,

After a while they came to an old man and he
told them to get off, that they shouldn't be riding
that turtle like that., They didn't get off though,
They said they were having a lot of fun and that
they wanted to ride that turtle some more. The
old man begged and pleaded with them to get off,
He said that the turtle was headed for the sea and
that they should get off right away; but the boys
said everything would be all right, that if the

turtle went into the sea, they would jump off in
plenty of time, So they rode along to the west
and the old man followed along behind,

When the turtle came to the sea the boys de-
cided to jump off, but they couldn't, Their feet
had got stuck to the turtle, and they were carried
down into the sea, When he saw that, the old man
hurried down to the seashore and made some
medicine, That medicine dried up the sea, so
the boys were saved.
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(If you want a copy of this book,
write to the following address:)

Carnegie Project
P, O, Box 473
Tahlequah, Oklahoma - 74464

hS§t CWY DhOh®Y FR 6xY AD
APP D4® JhNod,

(It is free to all sperakers of
Cherokee.)







